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  SCOTTSDALE – U.S. Rep. Harry Mitchell today said that the President’s plan to enforce our
nation’s immigration laws is a step in the right direction, but that the President should
demonstrate his commitment by reconsidering his veto threats on two key border security bills
as well as his draw down of National Guard troops along the border.

In recent weeks, the President has threatened to veto two border security bills that would put
3,000 more Border Patrol agents along the border and boost interior enforcement.  The
Administration is also in the process of cutting the number of National Guard troops along the
U.S.-Mexico border in half. [Sources: The White House , June 12, 2007; The White House ,
July 24, 2007; 
Arizona Daily Star
, July 25, 2007]

Mitchell called upon the President to tone down his veto threats:

  “I am encouraged by the President’s plan, but I think all Arizonans are asking, ‘What took so
long?’  Arizona has been bearing the burden of the federal government’s failure for far too long. 
We all know actions speak louder than words.  And when it comes to border security, we need
action.

“When I talk to local, state and federal law enforcement I hear the same thing time and time
again: our federal agencies need more resources to enforce immigration laws.

“I hope the President will tone down his veto threats, and work with Congress to provide the
resources we need to secure the border.

“The House has passed legislation to boost funding for Immigration and Customs Enforcement,
and the U.S. Border Patrol, including funding for 3,000 new Border Patrol agents.  We have
passed legislation to provide increased reimbursements to states like Arizona who are forced to
spend state and local taxpayer monies to incarcerate illegal aliens, something that is supposed
to be a federal responsibility.

“If he’s serious about border enforcement, he should sign these bills.”

The President’s border security announcement comes just weeks after the Administration
began cutting the number of National Guard troops along the U.S.-Mexico border in half.
[Source: Arizona Daily Star , July 25, 2007]

Mitchell sent the President a letter urging him to reconsider the decision. “I am deeply
concerned about the decision to reduce the number of National Guard troops along the
U.S.-Mexico border from 6,000 to 3,000 troops,” Mitchell wrote. “I believe this is the wrong time
to begin such a drawdown, and I urge you to reconsider.”
 
In May, Mitchell hosted an interior enforcement roundtable that brought together federal, state
and local law enforcement officials to discuss ways the agencies could better work together to
enforce our nation’s immigration laws.  According to the East Valley Tribune, ‘Representatives
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from each of the agencies attending said they need more manpower and resources to confront
illegal immigration.” [Source: 
East Valley Tribune
, May 29, 2007]

The President has threatened to veto a Homeland Security appropriations bill, H.R. 2638, that
increases the funding for Customs and Border Protection by 8 percent from FY 2007 to a total
of $10.2 billion. [Source: The White House , June 12, 2007]

The bill also provides $4.2 billion for Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE), a 6 percent
increase from FY 2007. The House approved the measure by a bipartisan vote of 268 to 150.

The legislation also makes State Homeland Security Grants, which are used to meet the needs
of first responders, including hiring, training and equipping first responders, a priority.  The bill
provides $550 million for FY 2008, a $25 million increase from FY 2007.  The President had
proposed cutting the grants by 52 percent. 

At the May interior enforcement roundtable, Arizona Homeland Security Director Leesa
Morrison told Mitchell that cuts to State Homeland Security Grants were having a detrimental
impact on state agencies, and asked Mitchell to restore cuts to the grant program.

Mitchell also said that the President should follow Congress’ lead and boost funding for the
State Criminal Alien Assistance Program, or SCAAP, which reimburses states who have used
state funds to incarcerate illegal aliens, which is a federal responsibility.  The Commerce,
Justice and Science Appropriations bill, H.R. 3093, which passed by a wide, bipartisan 281-142
vote, provides $405 million for SCAAP, a $164 million increase from the current funding level. 
The President has threatened to also veto that bill. [Source: The White House , July 24, 2007]

The legislation also provides $40 million for southwest border prosecutors to provide states and
local law enforcement agencies with assistance in processing drug and illegal alien cases.
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